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Leighton Ford’s powerful book on narrative evangelism, “The Power of Story” uses the word picture that evangelism is “telling the Story.”  God’s “Story” is THE Story (“Story” with the big “S”).   Our “story” (a story with a small “s”) is our testimony…the miracle of how God entered our lives and saved us.  As we learn His Story, we can also learn how to tell our “story” in such a way that we can connect other people’s stories with God’s Story…and the miracle of salvation comes…which sets in motion more miracle stories!  That’s evangelism at its best!

 

In talking with Leighton, we discussed what the “storyline” of our evangelism strategy.  In our changing culture, we have to think and act more strategically how to most effectively “tell the Story.”  Here’s what our evangelism “storyline” strategy could/should look like…much more incarnational and relational than most evangelism has been over the past 50 years….

 

Intimacy with God—“Ministry is life out of the overflow.”  Evangelism begins with a life cleansed, filled, empowered and sensitive to the Holy Spirit.  As we receive God’s heart for people, we’re ready to reach out to them.
 
     Incarnational Lifestyle—Our personal story has got to imitate Jesus.  In a world where phonies come in all religious shapes and styles, a lifestyle of holy love will help build bridges of integrity and respect to those without Christ.  “People don’t care how much we know until they know how much we care.”
 
          Intentional Intercession—“Before we talk to people about God, we must talk to God about people.”  Prayer, above all things, makes the difference in winning the battle for the hearts of people!
 
               Investment Relationally—“Every person is a candidate for heaven.”  As the Holy Spirit leads us to people He wants us to share our Story/story with, we will take the time to love them as Jesus does and invest relationally in them.  Meet their needs in love.
 
                         Illumination of Truth—Listen to them.  Hear their stories.  As you listen, learn how God is already at work in their lives.  As you hear their story, you can share God’s Story in ways they can relate and connect with.
 
                              Information Sharing—As we live out truth grace-fully, there will come a time where we can and must share the Story in a clear, simple, Scriptural way so others can understand how to know Jesus.
 
                                   Invitation to Salvation—When people have seen the truth lived out and shared intentionally, the moment comes on which eternal destinies ride.  We invite our friend to turn from sin and trust Christ with their life.  If they say “no”, we keep on loving them and living Jesus in front of them, praying for the Holy Spirit to continue wooing them.  If they say “YES”, we rejoice and watch God create a new storyline that merges with and continues with His…the miracle of salvation!  We help them with their new walk with Jesus…and the Story continues!      
 
· How’s your “Storytelling” been lately?  
· If you’ve got a story to tell of someone coming to Christ recently, share it!  I’ll send it along to others on our “E-Team” list…it’s the Story that we never get tired of hearing or sharing! 

 

